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Woods at Aira force in autumn (photo above)
A really nice shot seasonal woodland under those superb
autumn lighting conditions that we all dream of – blue sky,
autumn tints etc. etc!
To get the suggestions for improvement out of the way

first: It looks as if the photographer has used a wide angle
lens here, I suspect to get as much of that fence in as 
possible. This has created the 'phenomenon' known as 
converging verticals – the trees on both left and right lean-
ing in towards the centre. The only real ways to correct this
(apart from buying a very expensive perspective shift lens)
are to either compromise on the amount you want to cram
in to your shot by opting for a longer focal lens length  or, if
you have Photoshop (other brands are available!) there are
tools to help straighten this up – albeit you may well lose
some content this way too. Also, a figure
walking into the distance – about where
the  second little bridge is – might give a
sense of scale. For the sake of neatness,
just crop off a little from the left hand
side to take out some of the 'bits' before
the first fence post?
On the positive side, I love the way

the photographer has opted to use the
fence as a lead into and through the 
picture. The viewer enters the scene via
the path or the fence and, either
way, they are led both into and through
the superb autumn scene.  The exposure
looks spot-on and the shot appears nice
and sharp from front to back – helped by
a wide angle lens, which will always
give a good depth of field. The lighting is
very good, with the sun coming in from
the left, giving nice shadows, which 

always help to give a more three 
dimensional feel to a landscape.
Overall, a lovely shot and very nicely 

executed.

Ullswater from the Lake near 
Gowbarrow (photo below)
A great shot of Ullswater, making it appear
both peaceful and tranquil and, perhaps, just
a tad menacing too?
I particularly like the way the photographer
takes our eye through the shot to its natural
ending by the use of the land and its 
reflection. By placing the tree on the left our
eye isn't tempted out of the shot on that side,
but kept where the interest is. The colours are
suggesting to me either early morning or late
evening – always the best time for land-
scapes. I can't tell which of the two it is so
will save myself the bother of embarrassment!

The colours and the silhouettes add real drama to the shot.
There has to be one niggle doesn't there? And there is

one here. That rock in the water under the tree keeps 
drawing my eye – it could so easily be removed in any 
decent post processing software.   
And there we are – two very good shots from an area that

isn't always as easy to photograph as folk might think. 

If you would appreciate helpful thoughts and advice,why
not send in your shots to John? I do try to be gentle!

Nick Jenkins
email: nick@freespiritimages.fsnet.co.uk

Photo Surgery

This month committee member and 
publisher, David Ramshaw submits two 
landscapes from Cumbria



Hi all,

Well it’s summer again – floods, foot and mouth disease and barbies in the 
conservatory. As another Outdoor Focus hits the doormats and the dogs’
mouths, I’m planning for an Autumn getaway in Spain (who am I kidding, it’s
Nicola that does the planning) so I can try out my new-season shorts, sandals
and sunglasses at least once. I’ve spent most of my time on the Snowdonian
mountains: sometimes I’ve been trying to see through hill fog: on others I’ve
been battling with high winds and torrential rain. Jon Sparks had better
weather but he went to Jordan to get it – see front cover photo.
Keep your ideas for Outdoor Focus coming in. I’m looking forward to seeing

you all at AGM at Chester. It should be a great weekend.

John Gillham
email: John@johngillham.com
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New Members
We would like to offer a warm 
welcome to our new colleagues.

Outdoor Focus is the journal of the 
Outdoor Writers & Photographers Guild, PO Box 520,

Bamber Bridge, Preston PR5 8LF

Front cover photo by Jon Sparks: Mohammed Hammad leads the summit pitch on Jebel Khazali, in Wadi
Rum, Jordan, watched by Bernie Carter

that looks 
like a crocodile

rock to me
see ya later alligator...

ooh I do like 
rock music





There has to be a reason for some-
thing to far exceed and outlive original
expectations, yet when you consider
the game-plan that accompanied the
launching of a club for people who are
intent about their outdoor activity,
then was there ever going to be any
other outcome? The Backpackers
Club hit the UK in 1972, but what
chance that a word, which had not
yet appeared in print in a British
publication would impress so many,
change so much?
Today, Guild members – along with

other like-minded communicators – are
happy to extol readers to exploit the
opportunities to enjoy time off, away
from the tedium of urban life.
Backpacking is walking in the hills,
and the countryside, carrying with you
all you need for self-reliance, including
your food and shelter. The backpacker,
properly equipped, enjoys a freedom
and an independence that few other
time-off activities can rival.
Three decades on from those early

and heady days I’ve just experienced
the opportunity to lift the bar a bit fur-
ther and be closely involved with creat-
ing a Bellingham backpacking bonanza
to attract people from all ends of our is-
lands. Happening on the village camp-
site in the Northumberland National
Park this April, they all came and dis-
covered that a lightweight mood is
again upon designers and the outdoor

users of backpacking gear.
This 35th AGM weekend of Back-

packers Club, saw our local member-
ship group, Northumbria Backpackers,
being invited to stage the event, one
which moves to a different region each
year. Chris Lines at One North East
and Stacy Hall, the director of commu-
nications and tourism at the regional
development agency, put the strength
of the region behind our Northumbria
Backpackers’ team efforts. Stacy Hall
enthused: “North East England has an
abundance of stunning coastline and
countryside that backpackers will de-
light in discovering. We are always
looking for individuals and organisa-
tions that can promote the region and
support the regional image campaign”.

Bellingham pubs drunk dry

As an event, on the local commercial
front alone, the Meet the Backpackers
weekend saw Bellingham pubs drunk
dry, while the local café and caterer
ran out of sausages and bacon! On the
outdoor trade front, the support was
broad and deep, with a mix of retailer
outlet and brands, all looking to show
their backing for backpacking. Back-
packers Club members and non-mem-
bers were able to browse and buy at
the many stands, manned by some of
our best known retailers of lightweight
gear.

The combination
of enthusiasm and
the attractions of
the Northumber-
land countryside
saw this Backpack-
ers Club weekend
as the best event
ever. It generated a
worthwhile depth
of material that out-
door writers and
communicators
could lever for their
future day-job out-
put. One of the

writers, Paddy Dillon said: “The Back-
packers Club, I'm told, was founded in
1972. That's the year I first took to
tents and the outdoors. I now reckon
I've got a bit of hill-cred, so I joined the
Backpackers Club over the weekend.”
Making the weekend work for both

club members and the public came
down, not just to having a programme
of events, but managing and exploiting
the media opportunities. A double-
page colour spread in the north east
daily, The Journal, then full page in the
county weekly Hexham Courant
painted a broad canvas to set the
backpacking scene.

TGO add weight to Ultralight
Fest

The magazine editors at Country
Walking, Camping & Caravanning, OE,
and Camping all helped publicise the
Bellingham event, whilst star players,
TGO added their weight with their
campaign theme Lighten Up expanded
to the Ultralight Fest feature for the
weekend. In the words of TGO’s John
Manning on a blog: “Quite mind-bog-
gling to see some of the breathtakingly
lightweight gear not only on display but
also being used to great effect on the
campsite”.
At the weekend supper OWPG

member Mark Richards, author of the
Roman Ring; entertained a packed
Town Hall. “My move to Cumbria was
a personal renaissance. Fifty years in
deepest Oxfordshire thinking I was a
minor player in my chosen field, guide-
book writing, meant that I simply ap-
peared a frivolous guy. But the truth is
I care about the roots of Britain and
wish to cultivate the liberty to explore.”
Christine Roche, author of Follow the
Spring North, gave an account of her
Lands End-John O'Groats walk and
Kieron MacKenzie of Deuter talked
about his ascent of Everest.
With Bryan Crick at my elbow, the

key to organising the Bellingham event
was that so many people readily gave
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Meet the Backpackers
This year's Backpackers' Club annual meeting at Bellingham was for the first time com-
bined with a festival of backpacking, with the emphasis on lightweight. Peter Lumley re-
counts the background to its great success



their support, both in effort and in kind
and with kind words. For the Member-
ship alone there was around £5,000
worth of goodies and gifts to help them
enjoy this 35th birthday party of Back-
packers Club. Buffera helped with the
souvenir while Burton McCall gave 35
Victorinox Climber knives for 35 mem-
bers in a lucky draw. The One North
East agency gave fob-lights and free
guides whilst one of the most generous
acts of the weekend came from Vango
- they donated the HQ Tent that had
been at the centre of the camping field
to the Northumberland National Park
Search & Rescue Team.
Bellingham was at summer strength

sun and the weekend turned out to be
a real wow! Thank you, every one of
you who contributed to a great birthday
celebration for backpacking. Go to
website www.backpackers.spirit-
burner.com for full story of the week-
end build-up and a picture gallery.

Peter Lumley
peter@tradeandindustry.net
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PHOTOS: by John Manning. Opposite
Page: the campsite entrance;
Top: campsite banter; Right:Eddie
Mechan and his tarp; below: Mike Perrin
teaching Guild member Chris Townshend
new tricks.
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mountainsportphotography
www.mountainsportphoto.com

Main Picture: Kentmere sunset This kind of atmospheric
light and colour requires the freezing temperatures of a mid-
winter high pressure, and putting the sun behind the walker’s
head took care of flare and provided some dramatic rim
lighting.

Above: Snowboard halfpipe Meribel, France Reaching out
with the camera, wide-angle lens pre-focused and fill-flash set
to –1.5 stops, was how I shot this image without getting my
face ripped off. I really like the arc of the plane contrail in the
sky over the rider’s hand – pity the rider’s face was hidden.

Far left: C2 slalom race Panning, slow shutter speed, fill-
flash motion blur – all that’s needed for an action packed
racing shot. The red boat and red and blue paddling tops really
help the colourful impact of the image. My only regret is that I
clipped the front and rear of the boat with my framing.

Left: Mountain biking Coniston By strapping myself to the
rear wheel as this rider hurtled down the single track I was
able to get really close…no I didn’t, just kidding – a shot with
lots of impact though which shows the value of thinking up
something different.



Top: Border-X snow boarding Austria Earlier in the day this
rider had actually collided with me and nearly put me in hospital,
writing off an £800 lens in the process – and he promised me that
I’d be quite safe where I was standing! This time I took no chances
– wide lens, fill-flash, motion blur and panning from the inside
track as he blasts pass within touching distance.

Right: Jacks Rake, Pavey Arc For this image I kept a sharp
eye out for likely looking “stages” to put my figure on – I always
look for ways to make the figure stand out clear and sharp against
backgrounds. Actually the model did really well to balance on this
sharp “cannon” – especially considering the drop behind him.

Below: Backpacking in the Mercantour, France Zoom bursts
are a bit of an 80’s gimmick really, but occasionally they come into
their own, lending a bit of drama and impact to an otherwise dull
scene. Here I saw the potential for the coloured tops against the
almost monotone backdrop.

Dave Willis


